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PORTRAIT OF AN AMERICAN CITY DECEMBER 6, 1978 
MATTHEW SCHNEIDER SERIES 8 NO, 3 


PORTLAND, OREGON: INLAND GATEWAY TO THE PACIFIC 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 


WELCOME TO ANOTHER IN THE VOA'S CONTINUING SERIES OF PORTRAITS 
OF AMERICAN CITIES. TODAY A VISIT TO PORTLAND, OREGON, THE 


INLAND GATEWAY TO THE PACIFIC, YOU GUIDE IS . 


TAPE: CUT ONE ~~ MUSIC (NARRATIVE THEME) IN FULL BRIEFLY THEN UNDER 


NARR: 


TAPE: 


TAPE: 


NARR: 


AND OUT 


TOM MCCALL IS FORMER TWO-TIME GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OREGON. 
WHEN ASKED BY VISITORS TO DESCRIBE THE KINDS OF PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE IN THE STATE'S LARGEST CITY - PORTLAND -, THE TALL, 
GRAVLEY VOICED POLITICIAN WHOSE Yi/IT IS LEGENDARY IN THE 


STATE, RELATES THE FOLLOWING STORY: 


CUT TWO -- MCCALL 


"WELL, IT'S SAID THAT THERE WAS A FORK IN THE OREGON TRAIL 

AS THE COVERED WAGONS HEADED WEST. IT'S A FORK THAT'S DOWN 
NEAR THE UTAH SOUTHERN IDAHO BORDER. AND DELINEATING THE 
TRAIL GOING SOUTH WAS A PIECE OF QUARTZ CA MINERAL WHERE GOLD 
AND SILVER ARE OFTEN FOUND), AND A SIGN INDICATED THE TRAIL 
TO THE NORTH AND THE SIGN HAD THE ONE WORD 'OREGON' PRINTED 
ON IT. AND SO WE SAY, TONGUE-IN-CHEEK, THAT THOSE WHO 
COULDN'T READ WENT TO CALIFORNIA, AND, OF COURSE THE 

LITERATI CAME TO OREGON. [IT IS PARTLY FACETIOUS, BUT WHAT IT 
MEANS IS THAT THOSE WHO WENT TO CALIFORNIA WERE MORE-OR-LESS 
BRAWLING ADVENTURERS LOOKING FOR QUICK RICHES -- AND THOSE 
WHO CAME TO OREGON WERE PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY THE RICH FARMLAND, 
WANTED LOVELY COMMUNITIES WANTED A STABILITY OF LIFE AND A 
VALITY OF LIFE THAT WOULD BE WHOLESOME FOR THEIR FAMILIES." 


CUT THREE ~~ MUSIC CNARRATIVE THEME) IN BRIEFLY THEN UNDER 
AND OUT BEHIND 

STATISTICALLY, THE CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON LOOKS LIKE THIS: 
POPULATION, 385-THOUSAND, WITH MORE THAN ONE MILLION PEOPLE IN 
THE METROPOLITAN REGION; AREA, 208 SQUARE KILOMETERS; 


ELEVATION 23 METERS ABOVE SEA LEVEL. THE AVERAGE WORKER IN 


NARR: 
CCON'T) 
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PORTLAND EARNS JUST OVER THIRTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS A YEAR, 

OWNS AT LEAST ONE CAR AND LIVES IN A HOME THAT COST ABOUT 


THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


BUT TO CAPTURE THE ESSENSE OF THE CITY, YOU'VE GOT TO GET 
OUT AND LOOK AROUND. AS PORTLAND'S ENERGETIC, 38-YEAR-OLD 
MAYOR NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT EXPLAINS, THE CITY HAS GOT TO BE 
EXPLAINED IN TERMS OF ITS PHYSICAL SETTING -- AND LIKE SO 


MANY CITIES IN HISTORY, PORTLAND EXISTS BECAUSE OF RIVERS. 


TAPE: CUT FOUR -- GOLDSCHMIDT 


a 


"WE'RE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE WILLAMETTE CWIL LAM" ET) 

AND COLUMBIA RIVERS. THE WILLAMETTE IS A RIVER PROBABLY 

NOT TOO WELL KNOWN OUTSIDE OUR STATE, BUT IT GOES DOWN 

THROUGH THE AGRICULTURAL BELT OF THE STATE FOR ALMOST 120 
MILES (192 KILOMETERS). ALONG SIDE OF IT LIVE MOST OF THE 
PEOPLE IN THE STATE OF OREGON. IT MERGES HERE IN PORTLAND IN 
A DEEP-WATER HARBOR AND THEN FLOWS INTO THE COLUMBIA, WHICH 

OF COURSE, IS MORE FAMOUS AND SERVES ALL OF EASTERN WASHINGTON, 
EASTERN OREGON AND IDAHO WHERE THERE ARE INLAND PORTS. 


WE'RE HERE BECAUSE OF THE RIVERS. INITIALLY TIMBER WAS THE 
MAJOR SHIPPING ACTIVITY. AND NOW THERE'S SOME TIMBER, A 

TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF WHEAT, THIS IS THE LARGEST DRY-TONNAGE 
CARGO PORT IN THE CAMERICAN) WEST. THIS CITY IS STILL HERE 
BECAUSE OF THE RIVER AND I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER 
THAT. 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- MUSIC (PIONEER THEME) IN FULL BRIEFLY THEN FADE 


NARR: 


THE FUR TRADE OF THE EARLY TERRITORIAL DAYS MARKED THE 
BEGINNING OF PORTLAND'S ECONOMY. TRAPPERS BROUGHT THEIR 
VALUABLE PELTS TO PORTLAND BY CANOE OR OVERLAND AND THEN 

THEY WERE LOADED ON LARGER BOATS WHICH SAILED 175 KILOMETERS 
DOWN THE COLUMBIA RIVER TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. SOON FARM 
PRODUCTS GROWN IN THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY WERE FLOATED UPSTREAM 
TO PORTLAND. THERE IN THE GROWING PORT, TIMBER PRODUCTS FROM 


THE VAST EVERGREEN FORESTS OF THE NORTHWEST WERE LOADED ABOARD 
SHIPS WHICH CARRIED THEM TO DISTANT PLACES. 


NARR: 
CCON'T) 
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TODAY THE CITY'S ECONOMY CAPITALIZES ON ITS STRATEGIC RIVER 
LOCATION AT THE WESTERN END OF THE ONLY LOW-LEVEL PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE MOUNTAINOUS BARRIER TO THE WEST KNOWN AS THE 


CASCADE RANGE. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND COMMERCE FROM THE PORTLAND AREA IS 
CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WITH CARGOES SHIPPED NOT ONLY 
TO JAPAN AND KOREA, PORTLAND'S MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS, BUT TO 
THE FAR EAST-PACIFIC RIM COUNTRIES, ALASKA, LATIN AMERICA, 
EUROPE, AFRICA AND THE MIDOLE EAST--MORE THAN 100 WORLD PORTS 


IN ALL. 


TAPE: CUT SIX -- MUSIC CNARRATIVE THEME) IN BRIEFLY THEN UNDER FOR 


TAPE: 


NARR: 


LEATHERY OLD GUS GUSTAFSON BEGAN HIS LONG CAREER AS A 
DECKHAND ON A TUGBOAT THAT PUSHED AND TOWED BARGES UP AND 
DOWN THE COLUMBIA AND WILLAMETTE RIVERS. NOW A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMPANY THAT OPERATES THE LARGEST 
TUG FLEET ON THE RIVERS, "MR. GUS," AS HE ENJOYS BEING CALLED, 
RECALLS THE OLD DAYS -- 


CUT SEVEN -- GUS 


"WELL, ONE THING THAT STANDS OUT IN MY MIND--WHEN I FIRST 
CAME HERE TO WORK THIRTY FIVE YEARS AGO, WE HAD THIS TUG, TH 
HENRY J, WHICH WAS THE PRIDE OF THE FLEET. AND THEY CLAIMED 
THAT IT MADE TWENTY KNOTS. IT MADE TEN KNOTS GOING AHEAD 

AND TEN KNOTS GOING UP AND DOWN, IT HAD THE FIRST DIRECT 

REVERSE DIESEL ENGINE ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER. AND WE RUN HER 
FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. SHE WAS THE SWEETHEART OF OUR FLEET. 


"WE HAD OUR PROBLEMS IN THE WINTERTIME--FOG AND ICE, BEFORE 
THEY COMPLETED THE DAMS ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER, WE USED TO 
HAVE BAD ICE CONDITIONS. AND IN THE OLD DAYS WHEN WE HAD 
WOODEN TUGS AND WOODEN BARGES, IT WAS REALLY TOUGH, ON THE 
ICE, CUTTING HOLES THROUGH THE ICE AND WE DIDN'T HAVE ANY 
RADAR OR NAVIGATIONAL AIDES WHAT-SO-EVER. WE DONE IT ALL 
FROM THE SEAT OF OUR PANTS." 


MR. GUS CREDITS THE EMERGENCE OF PORTLAND TO FAR-SIGHTED 


PLANNING BY THE CITY'S PORT AUTHORITY WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE 


NOT ONLY FOR THE SHIP REPAIR AND BERTH FACILITIES, BUT ALSO 
FOR THREE AIRPORTS AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE RIVERFRONT. 
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PORTLAND'S EMERGENCE AS A MAJOR ECONOMIC AND TRADING CENTER 
SAYS PORT DIRECTOR LLOYD ANDERSON, GOES HAND IN HAND WITH THE 


NEED OF INLAND FARMERS TO EXPORT THEIR GOODS. 


CUT EIGHT -- ANDERSON 


"WE HAVE PEAS, BEANS, LENTILS, WHEAT AND OTHER KINDS OF 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES ARE SHIPPED OUT OF THERE. OUR MAJOR 
CONSUMER OF THOSE GOODS IS JAPAN. JAPAN HAS BEEN AN EXCELLENT 
PLACE TO MARKET OUR WHEAT AND THERE'S BEEN A GROWING INTEREST 
ON THE PART OF THE JAPANESE TO BUY WHEAT PRODUCTS. WE ALSO 
SHIP SOME BEEF AND THE LIKE OUT OF HERE AS WELL. EVERYONE 
SAYS THE GREAT UNTAPPED MARKET OF THE FUTURE IS THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA. AND I EXPECT THAT IS TRUE. AT THE SAME 
TIME, IF YOU ARE LOOKING AT AN IMMEDIATE MARKET, OUR 

IMMEDIATE MARKET IS JAPAN--KOREA AND SOME OF THE OTHER 

FAR EASTERN COUNTRIES. 


NARR: PORTLAND'S INTERNATIONAL CONNECTION, SAYS MAYOR NIEL 


GOLDSCHMIDT, IS BOUND TO EXPAND. 


TAPE: CUT NINE -- GOLDSCHMIDT 


"I THINK IT'S GOING TO GO UP INCREASINGLY. THE OBVIOUS 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. AND JAPAN HAS PENETRATED ALMOST 
EVERYBODY'S UNDERSTANDING OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS. 1 
THINK LESS UNDERSTOOD IS THE ACTIVITY WE HAVE WITH AUSTRALIA, 
WE HEAR ABOUT IT EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE WITH BEEF IMPORTS. 

ANO CERTAINLY HOW MUCH TRADE WE HAVE WITH KOREA, TAIWAN AND 
ULTIMATELY THAT I THINK WE'LL HAVE WITH MAINLAND CHINA, THERE 
ARE ONLY SO MANY HIGH-QUALITY PORT OPERATIONS AND THE ONE 
THAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT THIS COMMUNITY IS THAT IT HAS A 
TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF LAND BACKING UP ITS PORT. AND CURRENTLY 
WE'RE IMPORTING JAPANESE AUTOMOBILES TO THIS HARBOR AND 
EXPORTING WHEAT. AND WE HAVE AN EXPERIMENT BY THE JAPANESE 
NOW OF TRYING TO TAKE CATTLE BACK ON THESE VESSELS ON WHICH 
THEY ARE BRINGING IN AUTOMOBILES. I THINK OVER TIME ITS THE 
KIND OF INDUSTRY WE UNDERSTAND. YOU CAN SEE OUR COMMITMENT 
TO THAT IN THE VOTERS' DECISION TO BUILD AN 85-MILLION DOLLAR 
DRYDOCK AND TO CAPTURE THE TRADE OF THE SHIPS THAT SAIL THE 
PACIFIC UP AND DOWN THE WEST COAST, ESPECIALLY PETROLEUM FROM 
ALASKA AND TO BRING THOSE SHIPS INTO OUR HARBOR, UP THE 
COLUMBIA RIVER INTO OUR HARBOR FOR REPAIR. AND OF COURSE, 
THERE IS A TREMEMDOUS NUMBER OF JOBS HERE IN THAT ACTIVITY. 
$0 I THINK THE PACIFIC TRADE FUTURE FOR US IS ALMOST UNLIMI™ 
IF WE GET TO BE A LITTLE BETTER ABOUT EXPORTING," 


TAPE: CUT TEN -- MUSIC CNARRATIVE THEME) IN BRIEFLY THEN UNDER AND 
OUT BEHIND 


NARR: 


TAPE: 


QO 
hi 


TAPE: 


NARR: 


i 
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WHILE OTHER CITIES IN THE AMERICAN WEST HAVE BEEN THE VICTIMS 
OF BOOM AND BUST CYCLES, WHERE RAPID ECONOMIC EXPANSION IS 
FOLLOWED BY DEPRESSION, PORTLAND HAS, OVER THE YEARS, BEEN 


CHARACTERIZED BY ITS STEADY, IF UNSPECTACULAR GROWTH. 


A LOCAL CIVIC AND BUSINESS LEADER, PHILIP BOGUE, SAYS THAT 
IT IS DUE IN LARGE PART TO THE DIVERSITY OF PORTLAND'S 
ECONOMY. BOGUE, WHO IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE PORTLAND OFFICE 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING FIRM, EXPLAINED THAT THE 
FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY ONCE DOMINATED THE AREA'S ECONOMY. 
NOW SAYS MR, BOGUE THE LARGEST EMPLOYER IN THE CITY IS AN 


ELECTRONICS FIRM, 


CUT ELEVEN -- BOGUE 


"THE CITY OF PORTLAND ITSELF IS A DISTRIBUTION CENTER. MUCH 
OF THE ECONOMY IS RELATED TO THE PORT OF PORTLAND AND IS 
INTERNATIONALLY ORIENTED, AND THIS, I THINK, HAS GIVEN IT A 
GOOD AMOUNT OF STABILITY. |I THINK ANOTHER REASON WE HAVE A 
STABLE ECONOMIC SITUATION IS THAT OREGON, AND PORTLAND, 
PARTICULARLY, RECEIVE PRACTICALLY NO FEDERAL (GOVERNMENT) 
FUNDS, IN TERMS OF DEFENSE SPENDING AND THESE KINDS OF THINGS. 
OUR ECONOMY IS NOT DEPENDENT ON THESE KINDS OF PROGRAMS AND 

AS A RESULT, I THINK OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE MUCH MORE 
STABILITY THAN MOST WEST COAST CITIES, MANY OF WHICH DEPEND ON 
DEFENSE DOLLARS, THE AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY AND THESE KINDS OF 
THINGS ." 


CUT TWELVE -- NSIC CNARRATIVE THEME) IN BRIEFLY THEN UNDER 
FOR 

BEYOND ITS STATUS AS AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT LINK IN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE, PORTLAND IS RECOGNIZED FOR ANOTHER 

PLUS. A 1975 STUDY GAVE PORTLAND TOP RATINGS FOR THAT 
ILLUSIVE QUALITY CALLED LIVEABILITY. IT'S ALSO AN ATTRACTIVE 


CITY. 


NARR: 
CCON'T) 


TAPE: 
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FROM THE DOWNTOWN AREA, INVIGORATED IN RECENT YEARS BY THE 
COMPLETION OF A FIVE-BLOCK-LONG PEDESTRIAN MALL AND THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF DOZENS OF ARCHITECTURALLY BOLD SKYSCRAPERS, 
PORTLAND SPREADS OUT BUT DOES NOT INTRUDE ON NATURE. AGAIN 


MAYOR GOLDSCHMIDT... 


CUT THIRTEEN ~~ GOLDSCHMIDT 


NARR: 


TAPE 


“THIS IS NOT A CITY THAT YOU WOULD LOOK AT AND SAY, ‘IT'S 
OVERTAKEN THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AROUND IT." THE 

HILLS AROUND IT ARE STILL FORESTED. IT HAS ONE OF THE 
LARGEST, IF NOT THE LARGEST, CITY PARK-WILDERNESS AREAS IN 
THE UNITED STATES, BETWEEN FOUR AND SIX THOUSAND ACRES OF 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND THAT ARE COMPLETELY WOODED, AND THERE 
ARE STILL ANIMALS IN IT, INSIDE THE CITY LIMITS WHICH I THINK 
IS VERY MUCH A REFLECTION OF THE PUBLIC'S ATTITUDE HERE WHICH 
IS, "WE'RE VERY MUCH IN TOUCH WITH THE KIND OF ENVIRONMENT 

WE LIVE IN,'" 

PORTLAND IS STILL ONE OF THE FEW MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREAS OF 
THE U.S. WHERE THE AIR IS STILL CLEAN ENOUGH TO PERMIT A 
BREATHTAKING VIEW OF MOUNT HOOD A TOWERING SNOW-COVERED PEAK 


ABOUT 100 KILOMETERS EAST OF THE CITY. 


THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF PORTLAND AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS ALSO 
HAS ATTRACTED A GROWING COLONY OF PAINTERS, SCULPTORS, 


WRITERS AND OTHER ARTISTS WHO MAKE THEIR HOMES THERE. 


FROM THE LIVING ROOM OF HIS COMFORTABLE, ART-FILLED HOME 


ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF TOWN, SCULPTOR TOM HARDY EXPLAINS: 


: CUT FOURTEEN -- HARDY 


"I FEEL A REAL BOLDNESS IN THE KIND OF WORK ALL OF US ARE 
ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA OF DIRECT METAL CSCULPTURE) 


_bO 
QB [WHICH T§ HOW I WORK, AND THE WAY MOST EVERY BODY (SCULPTORS) 
Fr ly A 


WE LIKE BIG BOLD FORMS AND WE LIKE TO PUT THEM OUT 
IN THE LANDSCAPE WITH AS MUCH SKY AS POSSIBLE. OUR STUFF IS 
IN VARYING DEGREES ABSTRACTION, BUT IT IS IN SOME WAY NATURE 
ORIENTED AND IF THERE IS AN INFLUENCE HERE, THAT'S WHAT IT 
IS, WE ARE CONSCIOUS OF THE LANDSCAPE AND THE NATURAL FORCES 
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TAPE: ABOUT US, EVEN THOUGH IT COULD BE FROM ONE TO THE OTHER END 
CCON'T) DEGREE OF RECOGNIZABILITY." 
NARR: PORTLAND SUPPORTS A WELL-RESPECTED ART MUSEUM THAT FEATURES 
AN EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF NATIVE AMERICAN CINDIAN) ART. 
MORE THAN 800 ARTISTS RECENTLY SUBMITTED THEIR WORKS TO THE 
MUSEUM'S ANNUAL OREGON ARTISTS SHOW. THAT, SAYS TOM HARDY IS 
AN INDICATION OF HOW MANY PEOPLE IN OREGON CONSIDER THEMSELVF 


PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS. 


THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN AREA, DOZENS OF ART GALLERIES CAN 
BE FOUND EXHIBITING EVERYTHING FROM OIL PAINTINGS AND DELICATE 
GLASS SCULPTURE TO THE MORE TRADITIONAL FOLK ARTS; ELABORATE 


MACRAME AND POTTERY, 


THERE ARE ALSO LIBRARIES, TWO MAJOR UNIVERSITIES, AN ACCLAIMED 


OPERA COMPANY, A YOUTH SYMPHONY AND THE OREGON SYMPHONY. 


TAPE: CUT FIFTEEN -~ SYMPHONY (WEST SIDE STORY THEME) IN FULL 
BRIEFLY THEN UNDER 


HEARD HERE PERFORMING AT A RECENT POPS CONCERT, THE OREGON 
SYMPHONY MAKES ITS HOME IN PORTLAND AND HAS ONE OF THE 
BUSIEST SCHEDULES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. 


TAPE: MUSIC UP FULL BRIEFLY FADE AS DESIRED 


NARR: THE PRESIDENT OF THE SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION IS PHILIP BOGUE. 


TAPE: CUT SIXTEEN -- BOGUE 


"I'D SAY THE ARTS IN PORTLAND, AND PARTICULARLY FOR A CITY 
OF OUR SIZE, ARE ALIVE AND WELL AND GROWING AND AS HEALTHY 
AS CAN BE. I THINK THE BIGGEST PROBLEM THAT THE ARTS HAVE, 
PROBABLY SIMILAR TO OTHER CITIES IS RAISING ENOUGH FUNDS 
LOCALLY TO MEET THE REAL DEMAND FOR THE ARTS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
THE OREGON SYMPHONY HAS SOLD OUT EVERYTHING IT PUTS ON FOR 
THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. WE'RE GOING AS FAST AS WE CAN, BUT 
WE CAN ONLY GROW AS FAST AS WE CAN FIND THE FINANCING." 
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MUSIC-UP BRIEFLY THEN UNDER FOR 


CUT SEVENTEEN -- BOGUE 


"WE REALLY HAVE FOUR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES HERE IN PORTLAND: 
FIRST IS THE AUDIENCE THAT ENJOYS CLASSICAL MUSIC AND WE HAVE 
A SERIES OF ELEVEN CONCERTS THAT WE PLAY THREE TIMES FOR THE 
CLASSICAL SERIES. WE HAVE ANOTHER AUDIENCE THAT LIKES TO 
ATTEND WHAT WE CALL OUR POP SERIES WHICH IS A SERIES OF SIX 
POPS CONCERTS FEATURING POPULAR MUSIC OF THE DAY AND OF 
RECENT YEARS. WE HAVE AN AUDIENCE THAT IS JUST FAMILIES, FOR 
INEXPENSIVE CONCERTS, WE CALL THEM ‘FAMILY CONCERTS' ON SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, SO THE WHOLE FAMILY CAN COME AND ENJOY IT. OUR 
FOURTH AUDIENCE IS SCHOOL CHILDREN. WE TRY TO REACH AS MANY 
OF THEM AS WE CAN EACH YEAR IN CONCERTS IN THE SCHOOLS AND 

AT OUR CIVIC AUDITORIUM. 


MUSIC UP FULL, FADE OUT WHEN DESIRED 


NARR: POLITICS IN PORTLAND IS MUCH LIKE THE CITY'S CULTURAL 
ATMOSPHERE, GENERALLY CONSERVATIVE, BUT OPEN TO REASONABLE 


CHANGE. 


TAPE: CUT EIGHTEEN ~~ MCKAY 


"PORTLAND IS AN INTERNATIONAL CITY BECAUSE IT'S A PORT CITY. 
IT'S ALWAYS BEEN A PORT CITY, BEEN A TRADING CITY. I THINK 
THIS REQUIRES THAT WE HAVE SOME SORT OF A BROADER OUTLOOK ON 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND WE-- IT PREVENTS US FROM BECOMING 
ISOLATED IN OUR THINKING. 


NARR: THE VOICE OF FLOYD MCKAY, NEWS ANALYST FOR A PORTLAND 
TELEVISION STATION AND LONG TIME OBSERVER OF THE CITY'S 


POLITICAL TRENDS. 


TAPE: CUT NINETEEN -~ MCKAY 


"T THINK ANOTHER REASON WHY PORTLAND IS THE WAY IT IS _IS 
BECAUSE WE'RE AN OLD CITY, BUT WE'RE A CITY THAT DIDN'T 
EXPERIENCE ANY RAPID GROWTH UNTIL WORLD WAR TWO. AND THE 
AREA AROUND PORTLAND ONLY LATELY HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING RAPID 
GROWTH. SO WE HAVE SPACE AND TIME, AND BECAUSE OF THAT WE'VE 
BEEN ABLE TO PLAN OUR GROWTH, PERHAPS A LITTLE BETTER THAN 
SOME OF THE OLDER EASTERN CITIES WHICH HAD THEIR GROWTH 
SEVENTY, EIGHTY YEARS AGO." 
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NARR: ACCORDING TO MAYOR NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT, THE DOMINANT POLITICAL 
CHARACTERISTIC OF THE PEOPLE OF PORTLAND IS THEIR STRONG 
SENSE OF PURPOSE: IDENTIFY A PROBLEM, SEEK SOLUTIONS AND 


THEN DO SOMETHING. 


TAPE: CUT TWENTY -- GOLDSCHMIDT 


"THERE IS A VERY STRONG FEELING HERE THAT IF PEOPLE IN OREGON 
WANT TO DO SOMETHING, IT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED. THERE'S NOT A 
GREAT LOVE OF GOVERNMENT, DON'T MISUNDERSTAND ME, BUT THERE'S 
NOT A FEELING THAT GOVERNMENT CAN'T BE MANAGED AND CAN'T BE 
MANIPULATED AROUND TO ACCOMPLISH FOLK‘'S OBJECTIVES. THAT'S 
WHY THEY'RE THERE, FOR THAT REASON YOU'LL FIND ACTIVE 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS AND VERY, VERY ACTIVE COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION, VOLUNTEERS, PEOPLE PUTTING IN THEIR OWN TIME, 
IN A SENSE THAT IF THEY PUT IT IN FOR THE UNITED WAY, FOR 

THE BOY SCOUTS OR THEY PUT IT IN iN THE CITY GOVERNMENT, 

THEY EXPECT TO SEE RESULTS AT THE END. AND I THINK YOU 

COULD MEASURE IT IN MY CITY, IN PORTLAND, BY HOW QUICKLY ONCE 
THE DECISION WAS MADE, THAT WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING TO 
RESURRECT OUR CENTER CITY, OUR DOWNTOWN URBAN SHOPPING AREA, 
THAT IN THE SHORT PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS, WHICH IN AMERICAN 
TERMS, IN A TURN-AROUND IN A DOWNTOWN IS ALMOST A MIRACLE. 
IT'S BEEN DONE, AND IT'S ON THE WAY TO BEING RESTORED EVEN 
FURTHER. AND THAT'S REALLY A CREDIT TO THE POPULATION THAT 
SAID, 'WE CAN'T HAVE THAT. IT'S STARTING TO LOOK BAD, AND 

WE NEED TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT." 


NARR: AS FOR FUTURE CONCERNS; THE MAYOR AND NEARLY ALL RESPONSIBLE 
PORTLANDERS WORRY ABOUT THE IMPACT THAT WILL ACCOMPANY THE 
CITY'S NOW RAPIDLY GROWING POPULATION, 

APE: CUT TWENTY-ONE -- MUSIC CNARRATIVE THEME) IN FULL FADE WHEN 

DESIRED. 

ANNCR: YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO "PORTLAND: INLAND GATEWAY TO THE 
PACIFIC," ANOTHER IN THE VOA'S SERIES PROFILING AMERICAN 
CITIES. THIS PROGRAM WAS WRITTEN BY MATTHEW SCHNEIDER. YOUR 


NARRATOR WAS AND I'M . 
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